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Vrijeme sazrijevanja, vrijeme razaranja: Hrvatske zemlje u kasnome
srednjem vijeku [Time of development, time of destruction: Croatian
lands in the late Middle Ages]. Edited by Marija Karbić. Biblioteka
Povijest Hrvata 3. Matica hrvatska: Zagreb, 2019. pp. 637.
Vrijeme sazrijevanja, vrijeme razaranja is the third volume in the series Biblioteka
povijest hrvata, published by Matica hrvatska in 2019. This series eventually
will consist of seven volumes in Croatian covering the history of Croatia and
the Croatian lands from late antiquity until the late twentieth century. The first
volume was published in 2015 and the third, which covers the period of the late
Middle Ages, in 2019. The third volume of the series has twenty-three authors
(five more than the first one), who are the most prominent scholars in their
fields, which include history, legal history, economic history, church history, and
historiography, and the authors belong to the younger or middle generation of
Croatian historians. The volume begins with a preface written by editor Marija
Karbić, who highlights that the book covers a turbulent period of the Croatian
history characterized by integration and disintegration. This period included the
rise of Venetian authority in the coastal territories, continuous conquests by the
Ottoman Empire, and turbulent periods when some of the Croatian lands were
part of the Kingdom of Hungary. According to Karbić, the volume aims to
follow the path of the first book in the series in its structure and topics. She also
highlights that the volume follows the path of two previous Croatian history
projects, “Hrvatska i Europa” and “Povijest Hrvata.”
This volume, like the first volume of the series, thematically can be divided
into three parts. The first part is a general overview which offers different
perspectives on and approaches to the history of Croatia and the Croatian lands.
It also deals with fields that are usually less frequently discussed, and it offers
new approaches alongside the traditionally popular topics. The first two studies,
which were written by Borislav Grgin, give an overview of the political history
of Croatia in the late Middle Ages (pp.3–23 and 25–38). They are followed by
Ante Birin’s chapter on the history of the Croatian nobility (pp.39–54). Damir
Karbić then discusses the characteristics of the late medieval Croatian peasantry
(pp.55–61). The last chapter, which is about the general social history of the
Croatian lands, was written by Gordan Ravančić, who offers a look at urban
communities and society (pp.63–77). Following these discussions of social topics,
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Sabine Florence Fabijanec examines the economic aspects of Croatia, including
farming, forestry, viticulture, fishing, trade, commerce, and finance (pp.79–98).
Her chapter is followed by two chapters on the continuous Ottoman conquests,
both of which were written by Ivan Jurković. The first chapter discusses the
migration caused by the Ottoman conquests in the Balkans (pp.99–113) and
military history and defense campaigns against the Ottomans (pp.115–33).
Zrinka Novak and Zoran Ladić deal with church history and religious life in
late medieval Croatia, including the history of the different orders, ecclesiastical
organization, and social questions (pp.135–161). Nella Lonza then examines
various legal developments (pp.163–77), and Sandra Ivović and Meri Kunčić
deal with the intellectual and cultural history of the period in question. Zoran
Ladić and Goran Budeč discuss some aspects of the history of the families and
private life as the final part of the first thematic unit (pp.213–33).
The second main part of the volume reflects the historical and cultural
regionality of Croatia. It deals with territories of Medieval Croatia, including
lands that are part of present-day Croatia but were separated in the Middle Ages
and territories that are culturally, socially, and historically closely connected to
Croatia. The first two chapters, by Marija Karbić and Stanko Andrić, deal with
northwestern and northeastern Croatia separately (pp.235–54, 255–304). Both
chapters are structured in a similar way. They show the history of the regions in
different periods of the Hungarian Kingdom and deal with urban, social, and
church history. The following chapter, by Marija Mogorović Crljenko, deals with
Istria and the Kvarner Gulf (pp.305–26), followed by a chapter on Gorski kotar,
Lika, and Krbava by Ivan Jurković (pp.327–39). The late medieval history of
Dalmatia is divided into three parts. Irena Benyovsky Latin offers an account of
the history of northern and central Dalmatia (pp.341–59), and Zrinka Pešorda
Vardić writes on the golden age of Dubrovnik (pp.361–90). The third part, by
Ivan Majnarić, is about Kotor (pp.391–400). The final chapter of the second part,
by Ivan Botica, deals with the territory of Bosnia and Hercegovina (pp.401–42).
The third and final section of the volume (which is also the longest section)
provides geopolitical context, as it deals with the countries and empires that had
close relationships with either the Croats or the territories of present-day Croatia
or held any parts of it. Marija Karbić discusses Hungary (pp.445–62), followed by
Kornelija Jurin Starčević’s examination of the relationship between Croatia and
the Ottoman Empire (pp.463–80). Jadranka Neralić deals with the relationships
between Croatia and the Papacy between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries
(pp.481–502). Lovorka Ćoralić analyses Venice’s role and advances in Croatia
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(pp.503–20). Borislav Grgin examines Croatia’s ties to southern Italy and Spain
(pp.521–29). Robert Kurelić deals with Croatia’s relationship to the Holy Roman
Empire (pp.531–44) and Austria (pp.545–59). Damir Karbić analyses the history
of the Czech territories and Poland (pp.561–69), and, finally, Vjeran Kursar
deals with the Balkans (pp.571–97). After the final unit, the volume includes
an index of people’s names (pp.599–616) and an index of geographical names
(pp.617–36).
The volume is a continuation and the outcome of a huge project started in
2015. The authors of the volume are among the greatest experts in their fields,
and they have composed one of the finest syntheses of Croatian history. Their
work and the sedulous work of the editor offer new perspectives on Croatian
history, with chapters written about topics that to a large extent have eluded
discussion, though they fit well into present trends in international historiography.
The division of the book also offers new perspectives. It helps further an
understanding of Croatia’s regional diversity and the varying histories of the
regions of the country, and it also puts the history of Croatia and the Croatian
lands into an international and regional context. The volume includes impressive
studies, and it will appeal not only to the community of historians, but also to
the wider reading public. Furthermore, it constitutes an important addition to
the materials available for educational purposes. This volume, like the first book
in the series, is a modern historical synthesis, and as such, it provides an excellent
example on which new projects on other Central European countries can draw.
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